Kinma Student and Community Welfare

Kinma community believes that education is a process of growth which continues
throughout life. Therefore Kinma is not preparation for life, but the opportunity for children
to discover life and the world within a safe and secure environment. Education is not the
transmission of facts, but the development of understanding and thinking skills.
Education at Kinma must reflect life, where learning is undertaken through the integration
of specific disciplines, the use of concrete materials and real life experiences.

Children take an active role in their learning, while the teacher takes a role as facilitator
providing opportunities for students to investigate at their own rate within their own
learning style. Children are given the opportunity to bring their pre-existing knowledge,
understanding and interests to their learning. In this way education becomes meaningful
and purposeful to children. Responsibility for their own learning enables the development
of self-discipline as children discover the consequences of their actions and develop their
own limits for behaviour.

Kinma provides an environment which respects and nurtures the individuality of its
members. It promotes an active, creative and generative movement for all its members,
an environment which allows and actively encourages children to reach their potential in
all areas. Kinma staff believe that children have an innate desire to learn. Through the
recognition and understanding of developmental stages of childhood and individual
learning, teachers design the educational programme to engage with that idea. Implicit in
this programme is the belief that play and imagination are central to learning and that a
broad curriculum is most appropriate in the primary years. It is basic to Kinma's
philosophy and day-to day operation that home and school environment are compatible
and that parents are aware and involved in their child's education.

Parents are valued members of the Kinma community. It is intrinsic to the values of
Kinma that staff, parents and children work together in order to further understand and
'know' each other well as to develop a true sense of community. Parents are consulted
and counselled before making Kinma their final choice of school as it is vital to the
community and child's development that home and the school environment are
compatible. Parents are made aware of, and are involved in, their child's day-to day
education.



